PLANNING COMMISSION
CITY OF WILLOUGHBY
MARCH 12, 2009
REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES
PRESENT:
ABSENT:
OTHERS:

B. Fiala; R. Hart; G. Merhar; C. Cox; B. Irvine, Chairman
No one
Richard Smith, Chief Bldg. & Zoning Inspector; Betty A.
Nardelli, Secretary

Chairman Robert Irvine called the regular meeting to order at 7:12
p.m.
MINUTES

February 26, 2009

The minutes of February 26, 2009 were approved as written.

OLD BUSINESS
A motion was made by Jerry Merhar and seconded by Rick Hart to
remove all tabled items from the table for discussion.
ROLL CALL:

Yeas:
Nays:

Motion CARRIED

R. Hart; B. Fiala; G. Merhar; C. Cox;
B. Irvine
None

APPROVED TO UNTABLE ALL TABLED ITEMS

WILLO PUTT-PUTT COURSE INC.
(Charlotte Haggerty)

38886 Mentor Ave.

CUP – expand.
10 elec. Bumper
Boats w/bumper
boat pond
to exist. Min.
golf & batting
cage
G-B dist.

Tom Haggerty, Co-owner of Willo Putt-Putt Course Inc., represented
this application for ten electric bumper boats. Mr. Haggerty said
that it is a distance of 188 feet from the corner of the parking
lot by the putt-putt course towards the rear near the batting cage.
The three foot deep triangular shaped in-ground boat pond is 91’ at
its longest length with a diameter of 38 inches. The pond area is
2,657 sq. ft. with a 234 foot perimeter. Mr. Haggerty said that the
pond will be built by a swimming pool company. The pond will
consist of a cement and a steel wall with all the pipes and a pump

Planning Commission
Regular meeting
Minutes
March 12, 2009
Page 2
system for water treatment similar to a swimming pool in response
to Chairman Irvine’s question. Swimming in the boat pond will not
be allowed.
Mr. Haggerty said that there will be a waterfall for the boats to
go under the falls. The boat ride lasts five minutes. There is a
five foot wide walkway by the batting cage. A fence separates the
batting cage from the boat pond. There will be a distance of nine
feet between the batters and the boat pond stated Mr. Haggerty’s
daughter in response to Mr. Merhar’s question.
Mr. Haggerty said that the runoff from the batting cage drains into
an existing sewer in the batting cage that comes from the parking
lot drain. Chairman Irvine advised Mr. Haggerty that they cannot
hook up the facility to the storm sewer in the parking lot. They
will have to install a sanitary sewer. Mr. Haggerty was advised to
submit a plan for sewers to the City Engineer.
Mr. Haggerty stated that the hours of operation are the same hours
as the rest of the facility which is 9:00 a.m. until 10:30 p.m. on
weekdays. 9:00 a.m. until 11:30 p.m. on weekends.
A motion was made by Jerry Merhar and seconded by Bob Fiala to
approve the conditional use permit for ten electric bumper
boats.
ROLL CALL:

Yeas:
Nays:

Motion CARRIED
THE BLVD. GRILLE
(Len Merriman)

R. Hart; B. Fiala; G. Merhar; C. Cox;
B. Irvine
None

APPROVED
38464 lakeshore blvd.

CUP - expand
O/S patio for sls
& svc alcohol &
food for on-prem.
Consump.
G-B dist.

Lennie Merriman, The Blvd. Grille owner, represented this
application for an outside 8’ X 16’ uncovered patio expanding on
the existing conditional use permit. Mr. Merriman said that the
grille serves a lot of food and he will serve food along with
alcohol on the patio. Mr. Merriman said that he acquired the pizza
shop next door.
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Richard Smith said that the patio will not extend into the parking
lot in response to Mr. Merhar’s question. Mr. Merriman said that
there will not be music or any games on the patio. He does have
music inside the building.
Mr. Merriman said that entrance to the patio is from a hallway from
inside in the bar’s service area. Mr. Merriman said that the main
entrance to the building is from the parking lot. Very few people
use the front entrance.
The plans show three tables on the patio but Mr. Merriman said that
there will be five tables with umbrellas for cover on the patio.
The conditions agreed upon are:
•
•
•

Hours of operation are 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 midnight seven
days a week.
There shall be no music on the patio.
There shall be no games on the patio.
A motion was made by Chuck Cox and seconded by Rick Hart to
approve the conditional use permit with the conditions stated
this evening.

ROLL CALL:

Yeas:
Nays:

Motion CARRIED
LANHAN CONTRACTORS

R. Hart; B. Fiala; G. Merhar; C. Cox;
B. Irvine
None

APPROVED
2220 Lost Nation Rd.

CUP
Landscaping / strg
Maintaining equip.
L-I dist.

George Persiano, GMAC real estate agent for Mr. Lanhan, represented
this application. Mr. Persiano said that the purchase agreement for
the property which is the former Village Landscaping is contingent
on approval of the conditional use permit application. Mr. Persiano
said that there is no parking or storage in front of the building.
Storage will be in the rear of the property. Mr. Persiano said that
there will be trailers and front loaders parked outside in the rear
corner of the property.
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Mr. Lanhan, proposed owner, said that eventually he will have a gas
tank outside for his equipment. Mr. Lanhan stated further that he
wants to build a 6,000 sq. ft. building for storage of his
equipment and materials so there won’t be outside storage. He will
submit a plan for this building in the near future. Mr. Lanhan said
that presently he is at another location and he won’t move into
this building for six months.
Mr. Lanhan said that there is a 10’ high fence on the north side
owned by the storage facility and there is a 10’ high fence on the
south side owned by the auto body facility.
The conditions agreed upon are:
•
•

Hours of operation are 6:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. seven days a
week.
To comply with outdoor storage regulations.
A motion was made by Jerry Merhar and seconded by Bob Fiala to
approve the conditional use permit with the conditions stated
this evening.

ROLL CALL:

Yeas:
Nays:

Motion CARRIED
LOWE’S HOME CENTER
(Dave Hammond)

R. Hart; B. Fiala; G. Merhar; C. Cox;
B. Irvine
None

APPROVED
36300 Euclid Ave.

CUP - permanent
O/D strge & display
Of seasonal retail items
In assn W/P'mtd use
C.O.1141.03(15)
G-B dist.

Cameron Chowder, Lowe’s store Manager, represented this
application. Mr. Chowder said that there are two semi trailers
located behind the store. One trailer stores pallets. The other
trailer stores used appliances. Mr. Chowder stated that there is no
more overflow of retail. Everything outside belongs to this store.
There are no retail items stored here from the Mentor Store. Mr.
Chowder stated that he gets graded on how the perimeter looks.
The site plan, Exhibit A, shows where the display areas are and
what is displayed. Seasonal items will be displayed in front of the
garden center and between the garden center and main entrance. The
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Shed and fence display is at the west end of the store. Storage of
bag goods will be displayed at the rear south east corner of the
building.
Richard Smith, Chief Building and Zoning Inspector, stated that the
original conditional use permit of February 27, 2003 was for
seasonal retail of flowers and shrubs and has evolved into bagged
goods storage and they were cited for that after which it was
permitted. Next the storage evolved into building materials of
which there were issues of that last year. The store showed up with
150 wheel barrels, grills, swing sets, fences and sheds. Mr. Smith
said that if you look at this store and Mentor’s store, there is a
world of difference. Mr. Chowder stated that he is not going to
allow the building to get into that position. Mr. Chowder stated
that the only thing that will remain outside past September will be
sheds. Everything else will go away.
Chairman Irvine stated that he has a hard time understanding why
this site is permitted to display anything other than flowers and
shrubs in front of the store. Mr. Smith said that they are
permitted by conditional use permit but need to have parameters and
conditions set on what is permitted. Chairman Irvine stated that he
needs to understand what Lowe’s policy is on this. Chairman Irvine
requested of Mr. Chowder that he bring his boss to the next
meeting, March 26, 2009 to talk about what Lowe’s policy is
regarding outdoor seasonal storage. Chairman Irvine advised Mr.
Chowder that his boss needs to be prepared to answer questions
about other stores in the area.
Chuck Cox told Mr. Chowder that this store is located near a
residential area and the store in Mentor is located near other
commercial areas. The lumber and other items stored outside are
objectionable to the residents on Robinhood Dr. and Kilarney Dr.
Mr. Chowder said that there should never be lumber outside because
it is hard to keep track of it from being stolen.
Mr. Smith advised Mr. Chowder that at this point the store is
illegal because they don’t have a conditional use permit in place.
Mr. Smith told Mr. Chowder that Lowe’s is assuming that Planning
Commission will grant the application for what they have outside
now. That may not happen.
Chairman Irvine told Mr. Chowder to bring his boss to the next
meeting. If Planning Commission is not happy with Mr. Chowder’s
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boss’s answers than Planning Commission will ask for the next man
further up the management line.
A motion was made by Rick Hart and seconded by Jerry Merhar to
table this conditional use permit application pending the
presence of a Lowe’s manager of a higher level than was
present this evening.
ROLL CALL:

Yeas:
Nays:

Motion CARRIED

R. Hart; B. Fiala; G. Merhar; C. Cox;
B. Irvine
None

TABLED

LOWE’S HOME CENTER
(Dave Hammond)

36300 Euclid Ave.

CUP - permanent
Sls of O/D seasonal
Retail items extending
Past 60 days
C.O. 1169.04(b)(3)
G-B dist.

Cameron Chowder, Lowe’s manager, represented this conditional use
permit application.
Mr. Chowder said that Lowe’s is redoing the inside of the store. On
March 20, 2009 storage pods are arriving to store the store’s
retail merchandise while they redo the inside of the store. The
pods will be located in front of the building. Mr. Smith said that
this will be by a general permit and not by conditional use permit.
The remodel starts on March 27, 2009 and will last eight weeks
after which the pods will be gone.
A motion was made by Rick Hart and seconded by Jerry Merhar to
table this conditional use permit application pending the
presence of a Lowe’s manager of a higher level than was
present this evening.
ROLL CALL:

Yeas:
Nays:

Motion CARRIED

R. Hart; B. Fiala; G. Merhar; C. Cox;
B. Irvine
None

TABLED

There being no further business the regular meeting closed at 7:40
p.m.
_______________________
Robert Irvine, Chairman

____________________________
Betty A. Nardelli, Secretary

