DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
CITY OF WILLOUGHBY
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MAY 6, 2026 @7:00 p.m.

PRESENT: Nicole Parker; Paul Garcia; Abigail Fellows; John Perkovich, Chairman
ABSENT: Amy Bell
OTHERS: Vicki Grinstead, Secretary

Chairman Perkovich called the meeting to order at 6:59 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS

Double D’s Honkytonk & Smokehouse Exterior update w/reclaimed
3941 Erie St. metal, update lighting, and split
(Rep.- Sarah Dykstra, Partner and Robert Sheer, rail fencing

Architect)

Ms. Dykstra and Mr. Sheer are representing the exterior changes for Double D’s Honkytonk & Smokehouse,
3941 Erie St., Willoughby, OH 44094,

Mr. Sheer, the project architect, said the exterior updates are intended to echo interior design elements. Areas of
the exterior currently finished with green EFIS will be covered with corrugated metal to match the interior
material. They will prevent damage to the building by applying a self-healing rubber paint membrane, onto which
they will attach the furring strips that support the metal.

Chairman Perkovich said the submittal is dramatically different from what the Board normally sees; however,
after driving by the building where the reclaimed metal will be installed, he said it will be more subtle than he
originally anticipated, especially on the front elevation. He appreciated the care being taken to adhere the metal
to the building so as not to damage it for future tenants. The Chairman noted the Board was down one member
this evening and they proceeded. He stated the application mentions an exterior update with reclaimed metal,
updated lighting, and split-rail fencing, but does not mention landscaping; however, the renderings show
landscaping that he would like to discuss. He said the existing landscaping is overgrown and is a stark contrast
to what is being proposed. He asked whether they will remove the existing landscaping and install rocks to mimic
a desert environment, or whether they will incorporate some of the nicer existing plantings. He noted there are
some nice evergreens that are 6-7’tall, but those reaching 30° may be a different story.

Ms. Dykstra said they have hired a contractor to develop a landscaping plan. The plan will include native trees,
rose bushes, and other plantings that will grow well in this environment. She noted that the arborvitae that reach
the top of the building are obscuring architectural details and signage they would like to highlight. The plan is
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not yet final; however, they will install split-rail fencing and landscaping rocks. The overgrown arborvitaes will
either be removed or trimmed to a manageable height (7 ft.), at the discretion of the landscaping professionals.

Chairman Perkovich referred to the Willoughby Guidelines for the Historic District (page 43) regarding fencing
and landscaping, which note that split-rail fencing is not preferred; however, he understood the restaurant’s theme
and stated that a new split-rail fence may be attractive in this setting, is a small portion of the project, and is
removable.

Mr. Garcia enjoys the design and has no issues. Ms. Parker said she also read the guidelines regarding fencing
and agrees that with the location by the railroad tracks it will fit in with their theme. She asked if they will be
replacing the modern sconces with the lantern style shown in the packet. Ms. Dykstra said yes, they will be
swapped out but could be changed back in the future without any damage to the building.

Mrs. Fellows echoed her fellow Board members’ comments that the plan will bring character back to the building.
She requested confirmation that the sidewalk will remain as-is, and Ms. Dykstra confirmed it will. Mrs. Fellows
stated she was unsure about applying the corrugated metal in this manner, as it is not typical of what is seen in
historic downtown, and suggested it might be more appropriate as an awning or in a more subtle application. She
noted she does not care for the white paint on the brick, which has been in place for some time and modernizes
the building; therefore, she understood the use of reclaimed metal to create a more rustic feel.

Mr. Garcia moved to approve the exterior update w/reclaimed metal, update lighting, and split rail fencing for
Double D’s Honkytonk & Smokehouse, 3941 Erie St., Willoughby, OH 44094 as submitted and Ms. Parker
seconded.

ROLL CALL: Yeas: Mr. Garcia; Mrs. Fellows; Ms. Parker; Chairman Perkovich
Nays: None
Absent: Mrs. Bell

Motion Carried: APPROVED

MINUTES April 1, 2026

Mr. Garcia moved to approve the Design Review Board minutes for April 1, 2026 as submitted and Mrs. Fellows
seconded.

ROLL CALL: Yeas:  Mrs. Fellows; Ms. Parker; Chairman Perkovich
Nays: None
Absent: Mrs. Bell
Abstain: Mr. Garcia

Motion Carried: APPROVED
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There being no further business the regular meeting closed at 7:16 p

e

John Pe ovich, Chairman
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